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O NEW RUSSIAN FIELD FORTIFICATIONS 10 SEPTEMBER

O PRE-2022 FIELD FORTIFICATIONS IN RUSSIAN-OCCUPIED TERRITORY 2023
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New Russian field fortifications

Map only shows Russian fortifcations constructed or expanded since February 24 2022. This map should not be seen as a complete map of new Russian fortifications. Data does not distinguish between
barriers, trenches, or other types of fortifications. The date associated with each point is the date that the satellite imagery was captured. Background map credit: Google Maps. Satellite imagery credit:
European Union, contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data 2022 and 2023, processed with EO Browser.

This data reflects fortifications that were built before 2022 and are within territory occupied by Russian forces as of September 12023. This includes several years-old Ukrainian positions. Data does not
distinguish between barriers, trenches, or other types of fortifications. This data is not exhaustive and there may be defenses not reflected on the map.
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Defensive Thinking Behind the Offensive
and Defensive Transitions in The Russia-
Ukraine War

Tzuli Wu

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

In the early days of the Russia-Ukraine War, Ukriane maintained its
defense resilience with astute tactics, gained sustained political support and
military assistance from likeminded allies and, and gradually forced out the
Russian army to recover part of the lost territory. After the failure of the
Russian operation to capture Kyiv, the Russian army withdrew from the
occupied area in northern Ukraine and transferred its forces to eastern and
southern Ukraine. Since the stalemate on the Russian-Ukrainian battlefield
in 2022, Russia and Ukraine have obviously changed their attack and
defense posture in. To secure the occupied area, the Russians adopted a
layered defensive posture composed of minefields, dragon teeth, trenches,
and artillery positions, which have had a blocking effect on
counteroffensive actions of the Ukrainian army. The defense thinking of
Russia and Ukraine at different stages of the war is worthy of our in-depth
study and reference. Based on the successful counteroffensive of the
Ukrainians that recaptured part of the eastern and southern Ukraine in
2022, this article examines the defense thinking of the Ukrainians and the
Russians, summarizes the key points of the contexts of their respective
defense thinking, and extracts the parts that can inspire and be applied by
Taiwan in a similar threat environment, and provides key lessons for

reviewing and strengthening Taiwan’s defense thinking.

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine War, Defense Thinking
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