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Is the Xinjiang Pilot Free Trade Zone ‘“‘Re-
education Camp 2.0”? - Aims and Implications
for Economic Security in Central Asia

Chien-Yu Shih

Division of National Security Research

Abstract

The Xinjiang Pilot Free Trade Zone evolved from the Xinjiang re-education
camps. The forced detention and indoctrination process in Xinjiang's “re-education
camps” has ended, and the CCP believes it is time to evaluate the results of re-
education. In the next few years, the Xinjiang Pilot Free Trade Zone will put
local Turkic ethnic minorities into factories for practical training, completely
transforming their original farmer-herder society and Islamic religious belief
structure. The Xinjiang Pilot Free Trade Zone combines the Xinjiang Production
and Construction Corps (XPCC) and the Export Processing Zone, as well as some
elements of the modern Free Trade Area, in an attempt to accelerate urbanization in
Xinjiang. The intention is to further “assimilate” the local Turkic ethnic minorities
and integrate them with the XPCC which is the Han reclamation areas in Xinjiang.
It also looks forward to further develop the Silk Road Economic Belt, using
Xinjiang as a base to seize markets and natural resources from surrounding areas,

probably threatening Central Asia's economic security in doing so.

Keywords: Xinjiang Pilot Free Trade Zone, Xinjiang Production and

Construction Corps, Re-education Camps, Economic Security
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