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Geopolitical Situation in Central Asia since the
Outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian War

Che-Chuan Lee

Division of National Security Research

Abstract

After the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian war, and Moscow’s fall into
a quagmire, the geopolitical situation in Central Asia has changed significantly.
It will be interesting to see the impact of the change in membership of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which has added Iran as a full member
this year, has Saudi Arabia, which has just resumed diplomatic relations with
Iran, as a dialogue partner, and will welcome pro-Russian Belarus next year. It
remains to be seen whether the cross-border settlement of national currencies
promoted by the SCO will converge with similar initiatives by the ASEAN, the
BRICS, African, and Central and South American countries, and thereby shake
the dominance of the US dollar.

On the other hand, the geopolitical landscape of Central Asia has changed
from the perspectives of secret aid through re-exports from Central Asian
states to Russia, the increased importance of the “Trans-Caspian International
Transport Corridor” that spans nine countries from east to west, Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan’s public statements on the Russian-Ukrainian war; and
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan’s efforts trying to strengthen military
and security cooperation with neighboring countries. At the same time, China's
geopolitical influence in Central Asia is also expanding; it can be seen from
Russia's growing economic dependence on China, the first leaders’ summit
between China and the five Central Asian countries, and the implementation of
the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway initiative, which has been proposed

for decades. In the future, China's possible advance in Central Asia, and even
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geographically, from Central Asia to the Middle East and Europe, deserves our

continued attention.

Keywords: Geopolitics, Westbound Strategy, Central Asian situation
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