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China’s Relationship with the Afghan Taliban
Government after the US Withdrawal

Ming-Shih Shen

Division of National Security Research

Abstract

China continued to interact with the Taliban for the purpose of containing the
United States, but it dared not make it public due to concerns about that country.
However, after the United States withdrew from Afghanistan, China, which actively
wanted to expand its strategic influence, began to openly support the Afghan
Taliban regime to maintain stability in Central Asia based on the goal of eliminating
separatists and stabilizing its backyard. China pursued its own economic interests
first, but its hesitant attitude towards investment and formal recognition has made it
difficult to maintain a solid relationship with the Taliban government.

Whether the United States’ strategic competition intention to fill the power
vacuum in Central Asia can actually bring peace and stability to Central Asia
in the future is still difficult to predict. With the exchanges between China and
Afghanistan based on their mutual interests and both sides regarding the other as
a means to an end and skeptical of each other, it remains to be seen whether such
their relationship can withstand the test of the external environment. If China’s
economic recession reduces its investment in Afghanistan, or if the Afghan Taliban
government becomes even more economically challenged and takes a more
extreme path due to international isolation and lack of foreign investment, another

domestic conflict may be triggered.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Taliban, Central Asia, Power Vacuum, Belt and Road

Initiative
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