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Abstract

In 2010, China tried to put pressure on Japan by controlling the export
of rare-earth elements. This act caused high concern worldwide about the
security of their own critical mineral supply chains. Since critical minerals
are vital for national security and economic development, the U.S. and
industrial countries will prioritize the construction of a robust critical minerals
supply chain and consider it an important issue at the national security level.
Currently, China monopolized the supply chain of rare-earth element and
some critical minerals. Western countries, led by the United States, through
joint investments and building partnerships to reduce their dependence on
China's rare-earth element and critical minerals, and prevent them from using
as a tool of economic coercion.

Currently, China has monopolized the supply chain of rare-earth
elements and some critical minerals. Western countries, led by the United
States, are pursuing joint investments and building partnerships to reduce
their dependence on China's rare-earth elements and critical minerals and to
prevent China from using them as tools of economic coercion. As European
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and American countries resume the mothballing of rare-earth element mines,
improve recycling efficiency, and develop replacement materials, the
importance of China in the global rare-earth element supply chain will fade
over time. However, since China and the United States are highly dependent
on imports for many key minerals, the number of producing countries for
these minerals is concentrated and can't disperse the sources effectively. To
ensure the security of the key mineral supply chain, both countries will try
their best to win over these nations and integrate them into their supply chains.
This development will have a significant impact on international security, and
the global economy.

Keywords: Rare Earth ~ Critical Minerals ~ Critical Minerals List ~ Sino-U.S.

Competition in Critical Minerals
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