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People’s Trust in the Military and
Willingness to Resist
—The Experience of the War in Ukraine

Ying Hsuan, Chen
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

Comparing the changes in public opinion in Ukraine in February
2022, when the Russia-Ukraine War first broke out, and in February 2024,
it can be seen that although most Ukrainian people are still full of hope for
final victory and have quite a lot of trust in the government and the
Ukrainian military, trust in the government is still inevitably declining,
and, in particular, the ratio of really trust/somewhat trust has changed
significantly. However, compared with other government units, the
Ukrainian military is still the most trusted government institution. Also,
while Ukrainians have different views on the current mobilization situation
in Ukraine, but they believe that if the government can improve logistical
support of the army, ensure the fairness of mobilization, and prevent
military corruption, it will encourage people to join up.

Although Ukraine is still afflicted by war, the poll numbers on trust in
the government and willingness to resist the enemy are relatively high. As
both Taiwan and Ukraine face threats from great powers, the changes in
public opinion in Ukraine during the war are worth Taiwan learning from.
Currently, the Taiwanese people have a higher sense of trust in the military
than other government units, and they also display a high level of
willingness to fight the enemy. Nearly 70% of Taiwanese people said that
if a war broke out across the Taiwan Strait, they would be willing to fight

for Taiwan. However, we also learned from the experience of the Russo-
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Ukrainian War that shaping the direction of public opinion and ensuring
high public morale is crucial for Taiwan. Therefore, whether in peacetime
or wartime, on the one hand, Taiwan must actively prevent the other side
of the Taiwan Strait using cognitive operations to undermine the morale of
the people; on the other hand, it should also continue to establish a national
defense consensus so that overall combat power can be quickly and

effectively brought into play in wartime.

Keywords: trust in the government, willingness to resist, Russia-Ukraine

War
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