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Is the US Attitude Towards Peaceful
Reunification Across the Taiwan Strait
Changing?

Domingo I-Kwei Yang

Division of National Security Research

Abstract

The attitude towards peaceful reunification across the Taiwan Strait
of the United States has recently attracted attention due to China's
deliberate manipulation. In this context, this article attempts to explore the
background reasons for China's operations and whether the attitude of the
United States toward peaceful reunification has changed. The author first
outlines the reasons why China has begun to pay attention to the US
attitude towards peaceful reunification, and based on the content of the US
"One China Policy," explores whether the US attitude has changed. The
study found that China's recent active questioning of the attitude toward
peaceful cross-strait reunification of the United States is a countermeasure
in response to the strengthening of U.S.-Taiwan relations and the changing
U.S. perception of China. By questioning whether the US has changed its
“one-China policy,” China is attempting to demand US support for
peaceful reunification. However, pursuant to the "one-China policy", the
United States has not taken a position vis a vis Taiwan’s sovereignty; it has
never “recognized” that Taiwan is part of China; and advocating that cross-
strait differences should be resolved peacefully is not equivalent to
peaceful cross-strait reunification. The author also found that the
maintenance of the “status quo” emphasized in the US "One China Policy"
framework is still aligned with the best interests of the United States and

Taiwan and 1s consistent with public opinion. In other words, the United
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States’ attitude toward peaceful cross-strait reunification has not changed.

Keywords: US, Taiwan, one China policy, peaceful reunification
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3 ¢2024: The Public’s Priorities and Expectations,” The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research, January 2024, https://apnorc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-Priorities-Brief-
V7.pdf.
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David Sacks, “Why China Would Struggle to Invade Taiwan,” Council on Foreign Relations, January
10, 2024, https://www.cfr.org/article/why-china-would-struggle-invade-taiwan; Michael Beckley and
Hal Brands, “How Primed for War Is China?,” Foreign Policy, February 4, 2024,
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/02/04/china-war-military-taiwan-us-asia-xi-escalation-crisis/.
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Majorities of Americans see current global conflicts
as important to U.S. interests and to them personally

2 who say the_following are somewhat or very important to ...

U.S. national interests

Somewhat Very Total
The war between
tsracl and Hamas 28% =,
The tensions between
China and Taiwan 30 T -

The war between
Russia and Ukraine

T
— ¥

Them personally

30

Somewhat Very Total
The war between
Israel and Hamas

33 33 65
The war between
Russia and Ukraine 34 25 59
The tensions between

China and Taiwan 34 23 57

Note: Figures may not sum to totals due to rounding.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 22-28, 2024.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

B 2-1- BAM - A&z - e BEELRA S
FHARIR C FISERR | -

Democrats are more likely than Republicans to see
Russia-Ukraine war as important

26 who say the following are inmportant to U.S. national interests

Rep/Lean Rep Dem/Lean Dem Difr

RusT:li :ﬁ;?&:ﬁﬁ: -------------------------------------- 69% -@®@------ ® 81% +12D

JIhewerpetwoen . I var

T"eéﬁ?.?;?fdb?;‘?’ﬁiﬂ """"""""""""""""""""""" A= ST & S +2R
o 1(‘)0

26 who say the following are inmportant to them personally

Rep/Lean Rep Dem/Lean Dem Diff
The war between i
----------------------------- - R 9D
Russia and Ukraine 56% S5%
The war between ... CE @ CT --oaeenn- +I1D
israel and Hamas
The tensions between S 7 o
China and Taiwan SO MM L2 A
o 100

Note: Statistically significant differences are in bold.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 22-28, 2024.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

B 22 £FBEREIREXFELHE - U~ §RELRAA B2 485
PERY RS

BRI ARR  BERE ] o

B2- EAHAEPOHE U HERAZZAMNYAE
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Americans' Perceptions of the United States' Greatest Enemy

What one country anywhere in the world do you consider to be the United States’ greatest enemy today?

2023 2024
% %
B
m Russia 2 %
" Iran I: [ 9]
B United Statestself | B
[ North Korea/Korea B
T lerael : B
™ |Jkraine : I:
Midcle East inonspecific) ‘ |
= rag ‘ |

B 3-1-5%LHE
BHRR A A EE2 -

Most Americans hold an unfavorable view of China

2% who have a(mn) opinion of China

83
== Unfavorable B

A2 i s
== Favorable M-o.o o

Online
American
Trends Panel

W
(4]
C

Phone surveys 1%‘:) 16

14

2005 2009 2013 2017 2021 2024

MNote: Those who did not answer are not shown.
Source: Survey of U.S_ adults conducted April 1-7, 2024_Q4b._
“Americans Remain Critical of China”™

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

B 32 RABEPSHE
BAHRR CAEEHBEE -

B3-EZBLEREAART CESAMEBRSH FRABRBAE
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6 “2023 Reagan National Defense Survey,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute,
November 30, 2023, https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/centers/peace-through-
strength/reagan-national-defense-survey/.

7 Ibid.

8 «“2022 Reagan National Defense Survey,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute,
December 1, 2022, https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/centers/peace-through-
strength/reagan-institute-national-defense-survey/.

° Christine Huang, Laura Silver and Laura Clancy, “Americans Remain Critical of China,” Pew
Research Center, May 1, 2024, https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2024/05/01/americans-remain-
critical-of-china/.
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10 <2023 Reagan National Defense Survey,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute,
November 30, 2023, https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/centers/peace-through-
strength/reagan-national-defense-survey/.

' Mark Hannah, Lucas Robinson, and Zuri Linetsky, “Order & Disorder: Views of Foreign Policy in a
Fragmented World,” Institute for Global Affairs (IGA) of the Eurasia Group Foundation (EGF),
October 2023, https://instituteforglobalaffairs.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-Order-
Disorder.pdf, pp. 13-14.
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12 Craig Kafura, “Two-Thirds of Americans Think US-Taiwan Relations Bolster US Security,” Chicago
Council on Global Affairs, November 15, 2023, https://globalaffairs.org/research/public-opinion-
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Support increasing U.S. arms sales to Taiwan

Support increasing U.S. military presence near
Taiwan

Support U.S. commitment to defend Taiwan after
learning its democracy and strategic importance

Support sending troops to defend Taiwan if invaded

Russia's invasion of Ukraine inspiringChina to
invade Taiwan

View Taiwan as ally

Concerned about invasion of Taiwan

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
B 4-1-2023 & "ERBEABAE
ERRR  AEHHEIZAERE L0 -

A small majority of Americans support rather than oppose military
intervention on behalf of Taiwan.

% of people who selected ___ in response to “If China and Taiwan go to war, considering the high cost
and likely casualties, do you think the United States should commit American servicemembers to help
defend Taiwan?2”

| Strongly support S hat support || Somewhat oppose i Strongly oppose
intervention intervention intervention intervention
| - z =
Scurce IGA

Despite the likely high cost and casualties, a slight majority of Americans would support, to varying degrees, US
military intervention on behalf of Taipei in a war with China. Roughly 60 percent support militarily defending Taiwan,
while 40 percent oppose intervention.

Republicans are more likely than Democrats or Independents to strongly
support intervention on behalf of Taiwan.

% of people who selected ___ in response to “If China and Taiwan go to war, considering the high cost
and likely casualties, do you think the United States should commit American servicemembers to help
defend Taiwan2”

1 Strongly support Somewhat support | Somewhat oppose || Strongly oppose
intervention intervention intervention intervention

S s 2
capticos [N s »
U= . »

Sowrce IGA

B 422023 RT=EHEALER/E
BoHRR CAFEEEAERE L -

N
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US Reactions to an Invasion of Taiwan

If China were to invade Taiwan, would you support or oppose the United States: (%)

82022 B3

76%
Imposing economic and diplomatic sanctions on China

. . . ‘ . 0
Sending additional arms and military supplies to the Taiwanese 65%
government

62%
Using the US Navy to break a Chinese blockade around Taiwan*

Sending US troops to Taiwan to help the Taiwanese government defend 40%
itself against China
39%

B 4-3-2023 X mdoKEHEWTRE
BRI R A AERE L2

B 4-~2022-2023 £BREHWMH 6 BAA %
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13~ “2023 Reagan National Defense Survey.”
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14 Kathy Frankovic and David Montgomery, “Americans Support Cease Fires in Both Israel-Hamas and
Russia-Ukraine Wars,” YouGov-US, November 30, 2023,
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ukraine-wars.

15 “Few Want the U.S. to Be More Active in Solving Global Problems,” The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2024, https://apnorc.org/projects/few-want-the-u-s-to-be-
more-active-in-solving-global-problems/.
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Changes in Response to Taiwan Security
Issues in American Public Opinion After the
Outbreak of the Israel-Hamas War

Liang-Chih Evans Chen

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

The focus of this article is what changes have occurred in the response
of domestic public opinion in the United States to Taiwan security issues,
since the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas War on October 7, 2023? According
to poll results, American public opinion on the one hand attaches great
importance to Taiwan, and on the other, believes that the U.S. government
must actively participate in international affairs. American public opinion
has, therefore, not seen a huge change in perception of the Taiwan issue
and the threat from China; this is of great significance for Taiwan's
security. Obviously, the Israel-Hamas War has not affected the importance
American public opinion attaches to Taiwan. In terms of United States'
assistance for Taiwan's security and defense, American public opinion has
not been affected by the war, weakening support for Taiwan, however, an
increasing number of Americans believe that China will actually invade
Taiwan. In addition, this article must also point out that as the Russia-
Ukraine and Israel-Hamas wars have dragged on, the American people's
perception of them has also undergone several changes. Although these
changes have not yet had an obvious impact, future developments are

worth following.

Keywords: Israel-Hamas War, US public opinion, public opinion poll,

Taiwan security
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I “National Poll: Ukraine at War (March 1, 2022),” Rating, March 1, 2022,
https://ratinggroup.ua/en/research/ukraine/obschenacionalnyy opros ukraina_v_usloviyah voyny 1
_marta_2022.html.

2 “National survey of Ukraine by the International Republican Institute (IRI): February 2024,” Rating,
April 5, 2024, https://ratinggroup.ua/en/research/ukraine/absolyutna-bilshist-ukrayinciv-virit-u-
peremogu-nad-rosiyeyu-pidtrimuyut-chlenstvo-v-yes-ta-nato.html.
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| sanctions

Greater efficiency and transparency of Ukrainian authorities

Absence of conflict between the political leadership _

(President, etc.) and the military command

Cooperation between the authorities and public activists, _ 2%
volunteers, etc
Cooperation between the government and the opposition, the _ 2
creation of a broad coalition of patriotic forces
Reduction of support for Russia from countries that _ 21
cooperate with it

Higher efficiency of the military command in conducting - 16
operations

Activities of the Russian opposition to destabilize the - g
situation in Russia

Temporary permission for management not to comply with - 7
certain laws for faster decision-making

Other I 0,5
Nothing will help Ukraine to succeed in the war with Russia | (.4
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%k & JB - Anton Hrushetskyi, “Ukrainian’s Perception of Success Factors in the
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People’s Trust in the Military and
Willingness to Resist
—The Experience of the War in Ukraine

Ying Hsuan, Chen
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

Comparing the changes in public opinion in Ukraine in February
2022, when the Russia-Ukraine War first broke out, and in February 2024,
it can be seen that although most Ukrainian people are still full of hope for
final victory and have quite a lot of trust in the government and the
Ukrainian military, trust in the government is still inevitably declining,
and, in particular, the ratio of really trust/somewhat trust has changed
significantly. However, compared with other government units, the
Ukrainian military is still the most trusted government institution. Also,
while Ukrainians have different views on the current mobilization situation
in Ukraine, but they believe that if the government can improve logistical
support of the army, ensure the fairness of mobilization, and prevent
military corruption, it will encourage people to join up.

Although Ukraine is still afflicted by war, the poll numbers on trust in
the government and willingness to resist the enemy are relatively high. As
both Taiwan and Ukraine face threats from great powers, the changes in
public opinion in Ukraine during the war are worth Taiwan learning from.
Currently, the Taiwanese people have a higher sense of trust in the military
than other government units, and they also display a high level of
willingness to fight the enemy. Nearly 70% of Taiwanese people said that
if a war broke out across the Taiwan Strait, they would be willing to fight

for Taiwan. However, we also learned from the experience of the Russo-
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Ukrainian War that shaping the direction of public opinion and ensuring
high public morale is crucial for Taiwan. Therefore, whether in peacetime
or wartime, on the one hand, Taiwan must actively prevent the other side
of the Taiwan Strait using cognitive operations to undermine the morale of
the people; on the other hand, it should also continue to establish a national
defense consensus so that overall combat power can be quickly and

effectively brought into play in wartime.

Keywords: trust in the government, willingness to resist, Russia-Ukraine

War
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Apathy or Calm? Taiwanese People’s
Perception of the Threat from China

Christina Chen

Division of National Security Research and Warfighting Concepts

Abstract

Taiwan has become the center of global attention in the midst of rising
tensions across the Taiwan Strait. How Taiwanese people react to threats
from China has become a topic of concern to international experts and
scholars, who were puzzled by the seemingly "casual " attitude displayed
by Taiwanese people with regards the threat from the CCP. To understand
Taiwanese people’s threat perception vis a vis the CCP, this article will use
data from the Institute for National Defense and Security Research’s
“Taiwan National Defense Survey.” This article seeks to answer the
following questions: Do Taiwanese people think the CCP is a major
national security threat? How do Taiwanese people view and define the
CCP threat? This article also further analyzes the perception of the CCP
threat through people’s willingness to fight the enemy and their attitude

towards national defense reform.

Keywords: threat perception, defense willingness, national defense reform
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Support for One-Year Mandatory Military
Service: A Comparative Analysis Pre-and
Post-Policy Implementation

Kuan-chen Lee
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

This paper examines the level of support among Taiwanese citizens
for one-year mandatory military service and conducts a comparative
analysis pre-and post-policy implementation. Given Taiwan’s
demographic changes and geopolitical challenges, adjusting the duration
of military service is a crucial aspect of defense reform. The first cohort of
one-year conscripts enlisted in January 2024, completing eight-weeks of
basic training. The policy shift towards extending military service aims to
address declining recruitment rates arising from demographic changes and
enhance the combat readiness of the armed forces. Using survey data from
the INDSR conducted in March 2023 and March 2024, this study tracks
changes in public attitudes towards the policy. Findings indicate
widespread support for the extension of military service, even when
personal factors are considered. Furthermore, there is a notable correlation
between supporting the policy and willingness to defend Taiwan,
suggesting a potential spillover effect of policy adjustment in terms of
defense resilience. Overall, this study underscores continued public
endorsement for extending one-year mandatory military service in Taiwan
and highlights the impact on Taiwan’s defense preparedness. Amidst
changing geopolitical dynamics, policymakers should continue to monitor
public opinion to ensure that defense policy adjustments not only meet

security needs but are also aligned with societal expectations.
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