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A Practical Template for China’s Global 
Security Initiative: the Mekong-Lancang 

Cooperation 
Chan-Hsi Wang 

Division of National Security Research

Abstract 

The “Global Security Initiative” proposed by China, is generally 

believed to lack substantial content and be merely propaganda. The notable 

exception is the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation, which China calls the 

“Global Security Initiative Experimental Zone.” This article points out that 

in recent years, China has increased its influence in Indochina through the 

Mekong-Lancang Cooperation, and has also used it to enhance its 

cooperative relationship with ASEAN and promote the Belt and Road 

construction process in Southeast Asia. These results provide an important 

empirical basis for the Global Security Initiative. Transnational 

cooperation mechanisms at the sub-regional level will be one of China's 

important practical means for promoting the Global Security Initiative; and 

China may extend this model to Global South regions such as Central Asia, 

Africa, and Oceania. 
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