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V7.pdf.
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> David Sacks, “Why China Would Struggle to Invade Taiwan,” Council on Foreign Relations, January

10, 2024, https://www.cfr.org/article/why-china-would-struggle-invade-taiwan; Michael Beckley and
Hal Brands, “How Primed for War Is China?,” Foreign Policy, February 4, 2024,
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Majorities of Americans see current global conflicts
as important to U.S. interests and to them personally

2 who say the following are somewhat or very important to ...
U.S. national interests

Total

Somewhat
The war between
Israel and Hamas 28%

Very
The tensions between
China and Taiwan 30 75
The war between
Russia ana Ukraine 30 74

T5%

Them personally

Somewhat Very Total
The war between
Israel and Hamas

33 32 65
The war between
Russia and Ukraine 34 25 59
The tensions between

China and Taiwan 34 23 57

Note: Figures may not sum to totals due to rounding.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 22-28, 2024.
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Democrats are more likely than Republicans to see
Russia-Ukraine war as important

26 who say the following are inmportant to U.S. national interests

Rep/Lean Rep Dem/Lean Dem Difr

Ru;—shli :i; ?ﬁz‘ﬁﬁz -------------------------------------- 69% @ ----- ® 281% +12D

(e yarperween .. S e

Theéﬁ?:;ogfdb$;?£:: """""""""""""""""""""""" 76 @ 78 - +2R
o 100

26 who say the following are inmportant to them personally

Rep/Lean Rep Dem/Lean Dem Diff
The war between e S R OF e +9D
Russia and Ukraine SO0k W5 W65

The war between ... CE @ CT --aeenn- +1D

Israel and Hamas
The tensions between ... Zdi e o
China and Taiwan SCxB-M-EC2 SE%
o 100

Note: Statistically significant differences are in bold.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 22-28, 2024.
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Americans' Perceptions of the United States' Greatest Enemy

What one country anywhere in the world do you consider to be the United States' greatest enemy today?

2023 2024
% %
mows —
m RUssiz [ 2 2%
" Iran I [ 9]
B United States tself |
North Korea/Korea B
T lsrael ‘ B
™ |kraine ‘ I
Middle East (nanspecific) ' |
=g ‘ |
WM3-1-Fr¥a%
AL R R ﬁ'%#ﬁﬁ A2

Most Americans hold an unfavorable view of China

% who have a(mn) opinion of China

g2 83

== Unfavorable 79 -7
— 81
Favorable

Online
American
Trends Panel

Phone surveys 109 21\016 O 16

14

2005 2009 2013 2017 2021 2024

Note: Those who did not answer are not shown.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted April 1-7, 2024_Q4b._
“Americans Remain Critical of China”™
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“2023 Reagan National Defense Survey,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute,
November 30, 2023, https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/centers/peace-through-
strength/reagan-national-defense-survey/.

7 Ibid.

“2022 Reagan National Defense Survey,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute,
December 1, 2022, https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/centers/peace-through-
strength/reagan-institute-national-defense-survey/.

Christine Huang, Laura Silver and Laura Clancy, “Americans Remain Critical of China,” Pew
Research Center, May 1, 2024, https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2024/05/01/americans-remain-
critical-of-china/.
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10 <2023 Reagan National Defense Survey,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute,
November 30, 2023, https://www.reaganfoundation.org/reagan-institute/centers/peace-through-
strength/reagan-national-defense-survey/.

' Mark Hannah, Lucas Robinson, and Zuri Linetsky, “Order & Disorder: Views of Foreign Policy in a
Fragmented World,” Institute for Global Affairs (IGA) of the Eurasia Group Foundation (EGF),
October 2023, https://instituteforglobalaffairs.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-Order-
Disorder.pdf, pp. 13-14.
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12 Craig Kafura, “Two-Thirds of Americans Think US-Taiwan Relations Bolster US Security,” Chicago
Council on Global Affairs, November 15, 2023, https://globalaffairs.org/research/public-opinion-
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Support increasing U.S. arms sales to Taiwan _
Support increasing U.S. military presence near _
Taiwan
Support U.S. commitment to defend Taiwan after _
learning its democracy and strategic importance
Support sending troops to defend Taiwan if invaded _
Russia's invasion of Ukraine inspiringChina to _
invade Taiwan
View Taivan a5ty

Concerned about invasion of Taivan |
0% 10%
TR KR

20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
R4-1-2023 & "ZRAFAE
TR KR e B 10
A small majority of Americans support rather than oppose military
intervention on behalf of Taiwan.
defend Taiwan?2”

So h pport
intervention intervention

% of people who selected in response to “If China and Taiwan go to war, considering the high cost
S,

and likely casualties, do you think the United States should commit American servicemembers to help
B Strongly support

e

t oppose ] Strongly oppose

intervention intervention
- ==
while 40 percent oppose intervention.

Despite the likely high cost and casualties, a slight majority of Americans would support, to varying degrees, US

Republicans are more likely than Democrats or Independents to strongly
support intervention on behalf of Taiwan.

military intervention on behalf of Taipei in a war with China. Roughly 60 percent support militarily defending Taiwan,
defend Taiwan2”

% of people who selected in response to “If China end Taiwan go to war, considering the high cost
and likely casualties, do you think the United States should commit American servicemembers to help
= Strongly support

Somewhat support Somewhat oppose | Strongly oppose
intervention intervention intervention intervention
e - »
Republicns [ NNZANNN 38 27
=== .
Source IGA
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US Reactions to an Invasion of Taiwan

If China were to invade Taiwan, would you support or oppose the United States: (%)

B:022 B2
76%
Imposing economic and diplomatic sanctions on China

' . . : ‘ )
Sending additional arms and military supplies to the Talwanese 65%
government

62%
Using the US Navy to break a Chinese blockade around Taiwan*

g

Sending US troops to Taiwan to help the Taiwanese government defend
itself against China

39%
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14 Kathy Frankovic and David Montgomery, “Americans Support Cease Fires in Both Israel-Hamas and
Russia-Ukraine Wars,” YouGov-US, November 30, 2023,
https://today.yougov.com/politics/articles/48002-americans-support-ceasefires-israel-hamas-russia-
ukraine-wars.

15 “Few Want the U.S. to Be More Active in Solving Global Problems,” The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2024, https://apnorc.org/projects/few-want-the-u-s-to-be-
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Changes in Response to Taiwan Security
Issues in American Public Opinion After the
Outbreak of the Israel-Hamas War

Liang-Chih Evans Chen

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources

Abstract

The focus of this article is what changes have occurred in the response
of domestic public opinion in the United States to Taiwan security issues,
since the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas War on October 7, 2023? According
to poll results, American public opinion on the one hand attaches great
importance to Taiwan, and on the other, believes that the U.S. government
must actively participate in international affairs. American public opinion
has, therefore, not seen a huge change in perception of the Taiwan issue
and the threat from China; this is of great significance for Taiwan's
security. Obviously, the Israel-Hamas War has not affected the importance
American public opinion attaches to Taiwan. In terms of United States'
assistance for Taiwan's security and defense, American public opinion has
not been affected by the war, weakening support for Taiwan, however, an
increasing number of Americans believe that China will actually invade
Taiwan. In addition, this article must also point out that as the Russia-
Ukraine and Israel-Hamas wars have dragged on, the American people's
perception of them has also undergone several changes. Although these
changes have not yet had an obvious impact, future developments are

worth following.

Keywords: Israel-Hamas War, US public opinion, public opinion poll,

Taiwan security
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