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Support for One-Year Mandatory Military
Service: A Comparative Analysis Pre-and
Post-Policy Implementation

Kuan-chen Lee
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

This paper examines the level of support among Taiwanese citizens
for one-year mandatory military service and conducts a comparative
analysis pre-and post-policy implementation. Given Taiwan’s
demographic changes and geopolitical challenges, adjusting the duration
of military service is a crucial aspect of defense reform. The first cohort of
one-year conscripts enlisted in January 2024, completing eight-weeks of
basic training. The policy shift towards extending military service aims to
address declining recruitment rates arising from demographic changes and
enhance the combat readiness of the armed forces. Using survey data from
the INDSR conducted in March 2023 and March 2024, this study tracks
changes in public attitudes towards the policy. Findings indicate
widespread support for the extension of military service, even when
personal factors are considered. Furthermore, there is a notable correlation
between supporting the policy and willingness to defend Taiwan,
suggesting a potential spillover effect of policy adjustment in terms of
defense resilience. Overall, this study underscores continued public
endorsement for extending one-year mandatory military service in Taiwan
and highlights the impact on Taiwan’s defense preparedness. Amidst
changing geopolitical dynamics, policymakers should continue to monitor
public opinion to ensure that defense policy adjustments not only meet

security needs but are also aligned with societal expectations.
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