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Apathy or Calm? Taiwanese People’s
Perception of the Threat from China

Christina Chen

Division of National Security Research and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

Taiwan has become the center of global attention in the midst of rising
tensions across the Taiwan Strait. How Taiwanese people react to threats
from China has become a topic of concern to international experts and
scholars, who were puzzled by the seemingly "casual " attitude displayed
by Taiwanese people with regards the threat from the CCP. To understand
Taiwanese people’s threat perception vis a vis the CCP, this article will use
data from the Institute for National Defense and Security Research’s
“Taiwan National Defense Survey.” This article seeks to answer the
following questions: Do Taiwanese people think the CCP is a major
national security threat? How do Taiwanese people view and define the
CCP threat? This article also further analyzes the perception of the CCP
threat through people’s willingness to fight the enemy and their attitude

towards national defense reform.

Keywords: threat perception, defense willingness, national defense reform
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