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Global Security Initiative” and China’s 
Strategy for Advancing the Development of 

the “Digital Silk Road” 
Tsung-Han Wu 

Division of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation 

Abstract 

In 2022, China’s President Xi Jinping unveiled the “Global Security 

Initiative” (GSI), initially as a response to the United States and China’s 

strategic competition and the Russia-Ukraine war. Subsequently, in 2023, 

the government of China further elaborated on the GSI through the 

“Concept Document on the Global Security Initiative” and expressed its 

stance on various issues. China has also leveraged the GSI’s discourse on 

the concepts of “security” and “development” to support its “Digital Silk 

Road (DSR) initiative. In essence, Beijing argues that security can be 

achieved through deepening economic cooperation (development). 

However, its rhetoric and implementation are actually a thinly veiled 

attempt to expand China’s influence and establish a China-centric 

international order. 

In recent years, due to concerns about the security of Chinese 

information and communications technology (ICT) and personal privacy, 

as well as recognizing the potential threat posed by China's expanding 

technological influence, various democratic countries have taken steps to 

exclude companies like Huawei and ZTE from participating in the 

construction of their critical information infrastructure. Though Beijing has 

sought to invoke the GSI to alleviate external concerns, these countries 

remain unconvinced and unwilling to fully embrace Chinese-made 

products. In this context, Beijing has opted to strengthen cooperation with 
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“Global South” countries, a move that aligns with the transition of China’s 

Belt and Road Initiative. 

The DSR has indeed faced setbacks in Western societies, but Beijing 

is unlikely to perceive this as a significant setback. Instead, China is 

shifting its focus towards the “Global South” countries, targeting a larger 

membership and the growing role they will play on the international stage. 
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