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The Converging Paths of Chinese
Diplomatic Strategy: From the Belt and
Road Initiative to the Global Development
Initiative
Ya-Ling Lin
Division of National Security Research

Abstract

As China’s economy becomes increasingly intertwined with the
global economy, since coming to power, President Xi Jinping has been
proactive in diplomacy and actively engaged in the construction of
international institutions. Through initiatives like the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), Xi has sought to build regional and global partnerships,
emphasizing multilateralism and aiming to enhance China’s international
discourse and reshape the international landscape. This article argues that
China’s introduction of the Global Development Initiative (GDI) at a time
when the BRI is being questioned by outsiders, and its inclusion in the
political report of the 20th National People’s Congress (NPC), implies that
the BRI and the GDI will be dual policy strategies of China over the next
five years. Both initiatives arose in response to the major power
competitive landscape, and the fact that the GDI uses the United Nations
as a platform shows China’s desire to enhance its voice and influence in
the international arena by participating in international organizations and

leading the dialogue on global governance.
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