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The Global Civilization Initiative: Paving 
the Way for “Chinese Modernization” 

Ciao-Lin Deng  
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Abstract 

On the first anniversary of the “Global Civilization Initiative”, this 

article attempts to analyze this Initiative and explore what China’s purpose 

is in putting it forward. According to its content, leaders’ speeches, and 

subsequent news articles, this article argues that the “Global Civilization 

Initiative” was proposed mainly because the Communist Party of China 

tries to pave the way for “Chinese Modernization” and to shape “Chinese 

Modernization” into a new form of civilization. By advocating diversity of 

civilizations and reciprocity of civilization exchanges, the CCP tries 

respond to critics like proponents of the “clash of civilizations” theory and 

to emphasize once again the peaceful nature of China’s development path. 
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