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Abstract

Today, the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD or Quad ) is a critical
transnational framework for the democratic alliance to counterbalance the
Chinese expansion in the Indo-Pacific; it also plays an important role in
preserving security in the South China Sea (SCS) although it is not a
military alliance. Certainly, the Quad’s positions and military operations
toward the SCS is meaningful to peace and stability of the region. This
research paper aims at examining stances and military actions of the Quad in
the SCS. It covers two parts for analysis: One is the Quad’s stance regarding
SCS security issues over the years 2021-2024, in terms of statements of
member states’ president and premiers, ministers of foreign affairs/relations
and defense. Two is how the mechanism conducts specific military actions in
the SCS during 2021-2024 as well, and the Freedom of Navigation Operations

(FONOPs ) and the Malabar Exercises are the foci. Lastly, in conclusion,
I argue that debates and uncertainties about whether the Quad will evolve into
a “mini-NATO” are likely to persist, with India being a critical factor.
Nonetheless, the strategic communication function inherent in the dialogue
mechanism itself would have a positive role to play.

Keywords: Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, South China Sea, Military Alliance,
Freedom of Navigation Operations, Malabar Exercises
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