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Overlooked Domestic Issues: Implications
for China’s Social Policies in the “Two
Sessions”

Ciao-Lin Deng
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concept
Abstract

The 2025 “Two Sessions” convened against the backdrop of global
geopolitical uncertainty and continuing domestic economic downturn.
How the Chinese government addresses pressing social issues—such as
rising unemployment, growing pressure on the social security system, and
a surge in social incidents—warrants close attention. Based on the
Government Work Report and related official statements, it is evident that
under the framework of “common prosperity”, the government has two
major social policy directions: (1) Coordinated regional development; (2)
Equalization of public services. However, these policies involve deep-
rooted structural issues and distribution mechanisms requiring long-term
solutions. As the government’s responses are in the form of gradual and
incremental reforms, it is unlikely that, in the short term, these measures

will effectively alleviate the current situation.

Keywords: “Two-Sessions”, Unemployment, Social Welfare, Common

Prosperity, Balanced Regional Development
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