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Abstract

Since X1 Jinping took office in 2013, China has placed significant
emphasis on naval modernization. Strategically, it aims to shift from “Near
Seas Defense” to “Far Seas Protection” to safeguard national sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and overseas interests. Tactically, China has prioritized
aircraft carrier group operations for long-range maritime combat exercises
and has strengthened defense patrols in the East and South China Seas to
counter maritime security threats and provocations. As the existing Type
071 amphibious transport dock ships can no longer meet modern
amphibious warfare requirements, China has been actively developing
larger Type 075 and Type 076 amphibious assault ships to enhance sea
control and force projection capabilities. This initiative not only improves
amphibious and tri-domain warfare effectiveness but also underscores
China’s intent to consolidate its dominant position in the region. The PLA
Navy is accelerating the development of large surface vessels, highlighting
its strategic urgency in securing control over the First Island Chain and
expanding its reach into the Western Pacific. Its approach to long-range
operations is gradually shifting from defense to offense, aiming to enhance
strategic deterrence, maritime mobility, and joint combat capabilities.
Therefore, when assessing the PLA Navy’s new-quality combat
capabilities, the strategic significance of its large amphibious assault ships
cannot be overlooked.
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