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From Meeting Halfway to Going Separate
Paths: The Demise of Belt and Road
Initiative in Europe

Yi-Suo Tzeng
Division of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation

Abstract

How did Europe evolve from initially eagerly anticipating the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) to connect with Europe’s Amber Road, to now
almost entirely keeping its distance from the BRI, or even going separate
ways? Originally, the expectation was that the BRI would continuously
expand and grow across Europe. However, due to internal resource
constraints within China causing delays in fulfilling investment
commitments, coupled with the impact of the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy
promoting strategic competition with China, the European Union was
encouraged to launch the “Global Gateway” connectivity strategy, which
is relatively transparent in terms of finance and planning. This created a
competitive alternative to the BRI. These two major factors prompted
European countries to reassess whether aligning with the BRI would serve
their own interests and values, leading to the gradual decline of the BRI’s
momentum. Therefore, it is foreseeable that even in the face of rising
tensions between the U.S. and Europe following Trump’s return to office,
China’s 2023 promotion of the Belt and Road Initiative 2.0, focusing on
digital and energy connectivity, may not meet Europe’s standards for

benefits and values.

Keywords: Belt and Road, Connectivity, Digital Silk Road,Global
Gateway
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