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Geostrategic Development of the Korean
Peninsula under the Island Chain Joint
Defense Framework

Chih-Hao Lin

Division of National Security Research
Abstract

The Korean Peninsula, geographically, is connected to China by land
and simultaneously adjoins the maritime areas of Japan and Russia. In the
traditional definition of the so-called “Island Chains,” the Korean
Peninsula has long not been a part of it, but rather resembles an " unstable
intersection ; amidst the competition between major powers like the
United States and China.

The main reason for this lies in the simultaneous existence of two
completely different political regimes on the peninsula, placing it in a long-
term “divided state”. Currently, South Korea’s most critical threat comes
from the progressively stronger North Korean nuclear threat, as well as
various forms of gray-zone intrusion from China. Therefore, South Korea
prioritizes the stabilization of the Northeast Asian regional situation
through joint mutual defense mechanisms like the ROK-US and ROK-US-
Japan alliances. Regarding joint maritime defense centered on the Island
Chains, or containing the Chinese threat, South Korea’s situation is not
entirely similar to what Taiwan and Japan face.

This article argues that, unlike Taiwan which is located within the Island
Chain, the Korean Peninsula’s geopolitical reality, heavily influenced by
inter-Korean relations, means South Korea is not entirely and directly
linked to the Island Chain joint defense system. From the perspective of
“contingency in the Taiwan Strait”, South Korea is not actually the first

country to be directly affected. This is because, in such a scenario, South
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Korea’s primary task is to cooperate with the United States in deterring
North Korea, strictly preventing Pyongyang from taking the opportunity to
launch military provocations and divert US attention. Simultaneously,
South Korea must also face pressure from China demanding non-
intervention in the Taiwan Strait dispute. Under these circumstances, it is
highly likely that South Korea would adopt a mode similar to the current
“Ukraine Model”, providing assistance to Taiwan in economic and military

aspects via a third country.

Keyword: Korean peninsula, South Korea, North Korea, First Island

Chain, North Korean nuclear issue, Inter-Korean Relations
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