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Parliament of Australian, Exchange of Naval Nuclear Propulsion Information Agreement (ENNPIA),
November 26, 2021,
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary Business/Committees/Joint/Treaties/ENNPIA.
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Australian Government, Defence Trade Controls Amendment Bill 2023 (Canberra: Department of
Defence, November 2023), https://www.defence.gov.au/about/reviews-inquiries/defence-trade-
controls-amendment-bill-2023.

Australian Government, National Defence: Defence Strategic Review 2023 (Canberra: Department of
Defence, 2023), https://www.defence.gov.au/about/reviews-inquiries/defence-strategic-review.
Marise Payne, “Paul Keating is Wrong, AUKUS Doesn’t Turn Australia’s Back on Asia,” Sydney
Morning Herald, September 27, 2021, https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/paul-keating-is-wrong-
aukus-doesn-t-turn-australia-s-back-on-asia-20210926-p58usz.html.

$ Rahul Roy-Chaudhury, “Understanding the UK’s ‘Tilt’ Towards the Indo-Pacific,” Analysis, 1SS,
April 15, 2021, https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2021/04/uk-indo-pacific-tilt.
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13 Eli Glickman, Pieter van Wingerden, “Leveraging AUKUS to Meet the China Challenge,” Center for
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Australia’s National Defense under the
AUKUS Framework and the Security of
Taiwan Strait
An-Hao Huang
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

Facing China’s expanding military threat and increasingly aggressive
coercive measures, Australia, with its relatively limited defense
capabilities, is confronting the most significant geopolitical challenge since
World War II. Since the US introduced the “Indo-Pacific Strategy” in 2017,
Australia’s defense policy direction of “forward deployment” and “denial
strategy” has begun to align with the US Indo-Pacific strategy. This
alignment is not only because Australia is a traditional and steadfast ally of
the US but also because it suits Australia’s geopolitical security interests
and strategic planning. Additionally, it strengthens the complementary
military security alliance between Australia and the US Since the
establishment of AUKUS on September 15, 2021, it has been considered
to have significant geopolitical strategic implications for Indo-Pacific
security. It not only enhances Australia’s defense capabilities and elevates
the level of military technology cooperation between Australia, the UK,
and the US but also helps prevent the balance of military strategic power
in the Indo-Pacific region from tipping towards China. Although Taiwan
has always held a crucial geostrategic position within the First Island
Chain, Australia, the UK, and the US have not publicly linked AUKUS to
the increasingly tense situation in the Taiwan Strait. Furthermore, Australia
has not made any explicit commitment to supporting the US in any

potential military conflict involving Taiwan. However, on April 3, 2024,
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U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell connected Taiwan security
and Australia’s nuclear submarine program under AUKUS during an event
at the Center for a New American Security. He asserted that Australia’s
new submarine capabilities would have a significant impact in various
scenarios, contributing to regional peace and stability, including in the
Taiwan Strait. This article aims to explore the questions: Does AUKUS
create a dilemma for Australia’s defense development, and what impact

might it have on security in the Taiwan Strait?
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