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The United States Strengthens the Defense
of the “First Island Chain” with Partner
Countries
Jung-Ming Chang
Division of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation

Abstract

Even though the United States has yet unveiled its “National Defense
Strategy,” which is speculated to be published in October 2025, it is very
likely the U.S. government would strengthen the defense of the “First
Island Chain” with partner countries such as Japan, Taiwan, and the
Philippines. Current U.S. emphasis on the importance of the “First Island
Chain” resembles the situation 75 years ago. While U.S. President Donald
Trump deviates much from U.S. President Harry Truman in their foreign
policy orientations, communist countries then and now also differ in
national capabilities, one thing in common is to constrain the expansion of
communism so as to protect the security of the United States.
Consequences are that countries in the “First Island Chain” are likely to

share more responsibilities as well as defense expenditures.

Keywords: First Island Chain, Acheson’s Line, Donald Trump,

globalism, isolationism
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Russia-China Military Cooperation in The
First Island Chain: from Axis of
Convenience to Shared Hatred?

Che-Jen Wang
Division of Cyber Security and Decision-Making Simulation

Abstract

The article examines the evolution of Russia-China military exercises
amid the ongoing transformation of the international distribution of power,
with a specific focus on activities within the First Island Chain. As the
United States promotes an emerging “Asian NATO” framework, Beijing
and Moscow have shifted from independently countering U.S. containment
to establishing progressively deeper strategic coordination. The Russia—
Ukraine war represents a critical inflection point, accelerating the
institutionalization of bilateral defense collaboration and propelling the
relationship from pragmatic alignment toward a quasi-alliance structure.
Since 2022, joint military exercises between China and Russia in the First
Island Chain have increased substantially—particularly across the Sea of
Japan, the East China Sea, and the South China Sea—reflecting a deliberate
effort to challenge U.S.-led maritime encirclement. The intensity and scale
of these operations peaked in 2024, encompassing combined naval, aerial,
and multi-domain components. Moreover, the expansion of cooperation
into maritime law enforcement and gray-zone operations indicates a
broadening of security coordination beyond conventional defense
activities. While structural contradictions continue to constrain a formal
alliance, the momentum of joint resistance against the United States is
likely to persist. Russia-China activities within the First Island Chain have
thus become a critical factor in reshaping the regional security architecture.

Keywords: Russia, China, First Island Chain, Military Exercise
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Taiwan’s “Joint Defense in the Region”
Initiative and
the Geostrategy of the Island Chain

William Chih-Tung Chung

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

Taiwan i1s located at the core of the First Island Chain, and this
geographical position determines its inseparable connection with the island
chain strategy. The planning of the island chain strategy originates from
the integrated application of the sea power theory—emphasizing freedom
of maritime maneuver—and the rimland theory of containment strategy.
Taiwan’s proposal for the “Joint Defense in the Region” initiative
represents the linkage between Taiwan’s national defense strategy and the
island chain strategy, aiming to draw on and combine international forces
to jointly respond to China’s security threat against Taiwan. Although
Taiwan’s geographical advantage is objectively constant, its strategic value
within the island chain framework is subjectively variable—depending on
how individual states define Taiwan’s importance in their respective
national security strategies. The core of Taiwan’s “Joint Defense in the
Region” initiative lies in preventing Taiwan from becoming an isolated
“lonely island” in the event of a cross-Strait conflict, and it also reflects the
evolving geostrategic role of Taiwan within Indo-Pacific security. The
degree of internationalization of Taiwan Strait security affects the
implementation of Taiwan’s “Joint Defense in the Region” initiative, while
Taiwan’s positioning within the island chain’s geostrategic framework
influences that same level of internationalization. The credibility of

China’s regional security threat directly impacts the practical linkage
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between the Joint Defense in the Region initiative and the island chain
strategy. This also underscores the relevance of Taiwan—situated at the
pivot of the island chain—in regional security efforts to counter China’s
external expansion. Taiwan’s Regional Joint Defense initiative is designed
to translate the island’s pivotal position at the heart of the First Island Chain
into its strategic advantages. By capitalizing on the growing
internationalization of Taiwan Strait security and aligning with the U.S.
strategy of Integrated Deterrence, Taiwan aims to anchor itself within a
web of multilateral security cooperation. This framework seeks to counter
China’s expansionism and regional ambitions while amplifying Taiwan’s
strategic value as a key node in the island chain’s geopolitical architecture.
Taiwan’s Regional Joint Defense initiative aims to deepen strategic
interdependence between Taiwan and its regional partners. In doing so,
Taiwan and the island-chain nations will form a community of shared

security, jointly upholding peace and stability across the region.

Keywords: Taiwan, Island Chain, Defense Strategy, International

Security, Indo-Pacific.
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Japan Is Strengthening Its Role in The
Detense of The Island Chain

Shiow-Wen Wang
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts

Abstract

Japan’s approach to Archipelagic Defense is undergoing a significant
shift, transforming its role from a “supporter” to a “core participant” within
the First Island Chain. Driven by the escalating regional security
challenges from North Korea and China, and demands from the US , Japan
has proposed the “one-theater” concept, later rebranded as the “OCEAN”
(One Cooperative Effort Among Nations) initiative, aimed at strengthening
collective security.

In late 2022, Japan revised its “New Three Security and Defense
Documents”, declaring China as the “greatest strategic challenge to date”,
marking a major post-war security policy breakthrough. Key features
include: the authorization of “counterstrike capabilities”, shifting its
defense posture towards a degree of active deterrence; increasing the
defense budget to 2% of GDP; and enhancing international cooperation
with allies and like-minded nations.

Japan’s capability development is concentrated on the militarization and
deployment across the Southwestern Islands. Core equipment includes the
Type 03 medium-range surface-to-air missile and the Type 12 surface-to-
ship guided missile, primarily for air defense and anti-ship roles. Through
the extended development of the Type 12 missile and the acquisition of US
Tomahawk cruise missiles, Japan is building a long-range, precision
“counterstrike capability”. Furthermore, the Ground Self-Defense Force's

Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade is dedicated to island recapture
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operations.

Regarding international cooperation, the Japan-US alliance is the
centerpiece. Japan is expanding security partnerships with Indo-Pacific
nations such as South Korea, Australia, the Philippines, and India through
bilateral and multilateral frameworks like the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (QUAD) and signing Reciprocal Access Agreements (RAA). The
Official Security Assistance (OSA) framework is also used to enhance the
defense capabilities of partner countries. It is foreseeable that Japan’s role
in the Archipelagic Defense will become increasingly proactive and

assertive in the future.
Keywords: Archipelagic Defense, New Three Security and Defense

Documents, Counterstrike Capability, Southwestern Islands,

Indo-Pacific Security Cooperation
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The Philippines’ Security Developments
and Risks in the First Island Chain

Liang-Chih Evans Chen

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

The Philippines plays an extremely critical role in the security and
defense of the First Island Chain. In recent years, as strategic competition
between the United States and China has intensified, the strategic
importance of the Philippines has once again drawn significant attention.
Compared to former President Duterte’s policy of distancing from the
United States and leaning toward China, the Philippines under President
Marcos Jr. has clearly shown a warming trend in its relations and military
alliance with the United States. Nevertheless, domestic political dynamics
in the Philippines, China’s military threat and territorial claims in the South
China Sea, as well as the policy direction of U.S. President Donald Trump,
will all influence the present and future of U.S.-Philippines military
cooperation, thereby shaping the security and defense landscape of the

First Island Chain.
Keywords: First Island Chain, U.S.-Philippine Military Alliance, South

China Sea, Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement

(EDCA), Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA)
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Australia’s National Defense under the
AUKUS Framework and the Security of
Taiwan Strait
An-Hao Huang
Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

Facing China’s expanding military threat and increasingly aggressive
coercive measures, Australia, with its relatively limited defense
capabilities, is confronting the most significant geopolitical challenge since
World War II. Since the US introduced the “Indo-Pacific Strategy” in 2017,
Australia’s defense policy direction of “forward deployment” and “denial
strategy” has begun to align with the US Indo-Pacific strategy. This
alignment is not only because Australia is a traditional and steadfast ally of
the US but also because it suits Australia’s geopolitical security interests
and strategic planning. Additionally, it strengthens the complementary
military security alliance between Australia and the US Since the
establishment of AUKUS on September 15, 2021, it has been considered
to have significant geopolitical strategic implications for Indo-Pacific
security. It not only enhances Australia’s defense capabilities and elevates
the level of military technology cooperation between Australia, the UK,
and the US but also helps prevent the balance of military strategic power
in the Indo-Pacific region from tipping towards China. Although Taiwan
has always held a crucial geostrategic position within the First Island
Chain, Australia, the UK, and the US have not publicly linked AUKUS to
the increasingly tense situation in the Taiwan Strait. Furthermore, Australia
has not made any explicit commitment to supporting the US in any

potential military conflict involving Taiwan. However, on April 3, 2024,
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U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell connected Taiwan security
and Australia’s nuclear submarine program under AUKUS during an event
at the Center for a New American Security. He asserted that Australia’s
new submarine capabilities would have a significant impact in various
scenarios, contributing to regional peace and stability, including in the
Taiwan Strait. This article aims to explore the questions: Does AUKUS
create a dilemma for Australia’s defense development, and what impact

might it have on security in the Taiwan Strait?

Keywords: AUKUS, Indo-Pacific Strategy, First Island Chain, Taiwan
Strait Security
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Geostrategic Development of the Korean
Peninsula under the Island Chain Joint
Defense Framework

Chih-Hao Lin

Division of National Security Research
Abstract

The Korean Peninsula, geographically, is connected to China by land
and simultaneously adjoins the maritime areas of Japan and Russia. In the
traditional definition of the so-called “Island Chains,” the Korean
Peninsula has long not been a part of it, but rather resembles an " unstable
intersection ; amidst the competition between major powers like the
United States and China.

The main reason for this lies in the simultaneous existence of two
completely different political regimes on the peninsula, placing it in a long-
term “divided state”. Currently, South Korea’s most critical threat comes
from the progressively stronger North Korean nuclear threat, as well as
various forms of gray-zone intrusion from China. Therefore, South Korea
prioritizes the stabilization of the Northeast Asian regional situation
through joint mutual defense mechanisms like the ROK-US and ROK-US-
Japan alliances. Regarding joint maritime defense centered on the Island
Chains, or containing the Chinese threat, South Korea’s situation is not
entirely similar to what Taiwan and Japan face.

This article argues that, unlike Taiwan which is located within the Island
Chain, the Korean Peninsula’s geopolitical reality, heavily influenced by
inter-Korean relations, means South Korea is not entirely and directly
linked to the Island Chain joint defense system. From the perspective of
“contingency in the Taiwan Strait”, South Korea is not actually the first

country to be directly affected. This is because, in such a scenario, South
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Korea’s primary task is to cooperate with the United States in deterring
North Korea, strictly preventing Pyongyang from taking the opportunity to
launch military provocations and divert US attention. Simultaneously,
South Korea must also face pressure from China demanding non-
intervention in the Taiwan Strait dispute. Under these circumstances, it is
highly likely that South Korea would adopt a mode similar to the current
“Ukraine Model”, providing assistance to Taiwan in economic and military

aspects via a third country.

Keyword: Korean peninsula, South Korea, North Korea, First Island

Chain, North Korean nuclear issue, Inter-Korean Relations
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Developing a “Parallel Supply Chain”:
Vietnam’s Structural Dilemma in Trade

with the U.S. and China and Possible
Solutions

Chung-Ting Huang
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts
Abstract

To a large extent, the current and future economic and trade strategic
dilemmas faced by Vietnam are directly related to the elevation of its own
economic and trade status. Given the “dual dependency structure”—
namely, Vietnam’s reliance on exports to the United States and imports
from China—this pattern lies at the core of Vietnam’s economic and trade
relations. Even though Vietnam enjoys a relative advantage in its exports
to the U.S., it is evident that the country strives to achieve a win-win
balance in both Vietnam-China and Vietnam-U.S. trade relations. For this
reason, adopting a “parallel supply chain” strategy is a natural and logical
decision for Hanoi. This entails operating a U.S.-oriented supply chain that
minimizes dependence on China while simultaneously maintaining and
developing an alternative supply chain that legally utilizes Chinese raw
materials, technology, and capital to serve China or other non-U.S.

markets.

Keywords: Parallel supply chain, Vietnam, trade war
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