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Taiwan’s “Joint Defense in the Region”
Initiative and
the Geostrategy of the Island Chain

William Chih-Tung Chung

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

Taiwan i1s located at the core of the First Island Chain, and this
geographical position determines its inseparable connection with the island
chain strategy. The planning of the island chain strategy originates from
the integrated application of the sea power theory—emphasizing freedom
of maritime maneuver—and the rimland theory of containment strategy.
Taiwan’s proposal for the “Joint Defense in the Region” initiative
represents the linkage between Taiwan’s national defense strategy and the
island chain strategy, aiming to draw on and combine international forces
to jointly respond to China’s security threat against Taiwan. Although
Taiwan’s geographical advantage is objectively constant, its strategic value
within the island chain framework is subjectively variable—depending on
how individual states define Taiwan’s importance in their respective
national security strategies. The core of Taiwan’s “Joint Defense in the
Region” initiative lies in preventing Taiwan from becoming an isolated
“lonely island” in the event of a cross-Strait conflict, and it also reflects the
evolving geostrategic role of Taiwan within Indo-Pacific security. The
degree of internationalization of Taiwan Strait security affects the
implementation of Taiwan’s “Joint Defense in the Region” initiative, while
Taiwan’s positioning within the island chain’s geostrategic framework
influences that same level of internationalization. The credibility of

China’s regional security threat directly impacts the practical linkage
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between the Joint Defense in the Region initiative and the island chain
strategy. This also underscores the relevance of Taiwan—situated at the
pivot of the island chain—in regional security efforts to counter China’s
external expansion. Taiwan’s Regional Joint Defense initiative is designed
to translate the island’s pivotal position at the heart of the First Island Chain
into its strategic advantages. By capitalizing on the growing
internationalization of Taiwan Strait security and aligning with the U.S.
strategy of Integrated Deterrence, Taiwan aims to anchor itself within a
web of multilateral security cooperation. This framework seeks to counter
China’s expansionism and regional ambitions while amplifying Taiwan’s
strategic value as a key node in the island chain’s geopolitical architecture.
Taiwan’s Regional Joint Defense initiative aims to deepen strategic
interdependence between Taiwan and its regional partners. In doing so,
Taiwan and the island-chain nations will form a community of shared

security, jointly upholding peace and stability across the region.

Keywords: Taiwan, Island Chain, Defense Strategy, International

Security, Indo-Pacific.

32



