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The Philippines’ Security Developments
and Risks in the First Island Chain

Liang-Chih Evans Chen

Division of Defense Strategy and Resources
Abstract

The Philippines plays an extremely critical role in the security and
defense of the First Island Chain. In recent years, as strategic competition
between the United States and China has intensified, the strategic
importance of the Philippines has once again drawn significant attention.
Compared to former President Duterte’s policy of distancing from the
United States and leaning toward China, the Philippines under President
Marcos Jr. has clearly shown a warming trend in its relations and military
alliance with the United States. Nevertheless, domestic political dynamics
in the Philippines, China’s military threat and territorial claims in the South
China Sea, as well as the policy direction of U.S. President Donald Trump,
will all influence the present and future of U.S.-Philippines military
cooperation, thereby shaping the security and defense landscape of the

First Island Chain.
Keywords: First Island Chain, U.S.-Philippine Military Alliance, South

China Sea, Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement

(EDCA), Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA)
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