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Japan Is Strengthening Its Role in The
Detense of The Island Chain

Shiow-Wen Wang
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concepts

Abstract

Japan’s approach to Archipelagic Defense is undergoing a significant
shift, transforming its role from a “supporter” to a “core participant” within
the First Island Chain. Driven by the escalating regional security
challenges from North Korea and China, and demands from the US , Japan
has proposed the “one-theater” concept, later rebranded as the “OCEAN”
(One Cooperative Effort Among Nations) initiative, aimed at strengthening
collective security.

In late 2022, Japan revised its “New Three Security and Defense
Documents”, declaring China as the “greatest strategic challenge to date”,
marking a major post-war security policy breakthrough. Key features
include: the authorization of “counterstrike capabilities”, shifting its
defense posture towards a degree of active deterrence; increasing the
defense budget to 2% of GDP; and enhancing international cooperation
with allies and like-minded nations.

Japan’s capability development is concentrated on the militarization and
deployment across the Southwestern Islands. Core equipment includes the
Type 03 medium-range surface-to-air missile and the Type 12 surface-to-
ship guided missile, primarily for air defense and anti-ship roles. Through
the extended development of the Type 12 missile and the acquisition of US
Tomahawk cruise missiles, Japan is building a long-range, precision
“counterstrike capability”. Furthermore, the Ground Self-Defense Force's

Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade is dedicated to island recapture
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operations.

Regarding international cooperation, the Japan-US alliance is the
centerpiece. Japan is expanding security partnerships with Indo-Pacific
nations such as South Korea, Australia, the Philippines, and India through
bilateral and multilateral frameworks like the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (QUAD) and signing Reciprocal Access Agreements (RAA). The
Official Security Assistance (OSA) framework is also used to enhance the
defense capabilities of partner countries. It is foreseeable that Japan’s role
in the Archipelagic Defense will become increasingly proactive and

assertive in the future.
Keywords: Archipelagic Defense, New Three Security and Defense

Documents, Counterstrike Capability, Southwestern Islands,

Indo-Pacific Security Cooperation
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