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The PLA Navy’s Advancing Gray-Zone
Threats and Our Countermeasures

Chia-bin Kao
Division of National Security Research
Abstract

In recent years, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has leveraged
various military, political, and international events to conduct gray-zone
operations—including military exercises, international suppression, and
economic pressure—in an effort to progressively limit Taiwan’s strategic
maneuverability. Valuable insights can be derived from the visits of U.S.
officials to Taiwan. These visits indicate that the PLA has persistently
manipulated events and stealthily escalated the threat level, further
intensifying its activities under various pretexts.

In response to the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)
progressively escalating gray-zone military coercion, the following
countermeasures have been implemented. First, review and optimize naval
vessel combat readiness—ensure that the deployment levels of weapon
systems and equipment are sufficient to respond to contingencies. Second,
to strengthen surveillance and defense in critical maritime areas. Third,
appropriately adjust naval training seas while improving situational
awareness and responsive control across adjacent regions. Fourth, establish
a regional alliance for situational awareness along the island chain. Fifth,
reinforce anti-blockade capabilities to secure the safety and resilience of
SLOC:s. Lastly, continue to integrate social resources and enhance national
resilience.

For future policy recommendations, sustained efforts should be
directed along three principal axes. First, active force build-up by

continuously acquiring and strengthening pivotal defense capabilities.
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Second, develop long-range, highly agile surface combatants to maximize
the effectiveness of asymmetric warfare. Third, participate proactively in
joint exercises with allied partners to strengthen island-chain defense
capabilities. Ultimately, in the face of the increasingly severe cross-strait
security challenges, only by collective national will, continuously
enhancing defense capabilities and societal resilience, and demonstrating a
firm commitment to self-defense can Taiwan establish a robust and

enduring safeguard for its national security.

Keywords: PLAN; gray-zone threats; regional security; partners and

alliance cooperation
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