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Analyzing the Mutual Interdependence 
Between China’s 15th Five-Year Plan and 

Its Diplomatic Strategy 
San-Son Kung 

Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concept 

Abstract 

This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the symbiotic 

relationship between the People's Republic of China’s “15th Five-Year 

Plan” (15th FYP) and its overarching diplomatic strategy. Unveiled during 

the “Two Sessions” in March 2026, the 15th FYP outlines China’s socio-

economic trajectory while directly intertwining with foreign policy 

objectives aimed at cultivating a favorable external environment for high-

quality development. By examining the structural transformation of the 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the inherent friction between high-level 

economic openness and stringent national security mandates, and the 

pragmatic utility of the China-Europe Railway Express, this summary 

elucidates how China’s diplomacy increasingly serves as an instrument to 

alleviate domestic economic pressures, export industrial overcapacity, and 

establish independent technological standards in the face of Western 

containment.  
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