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Observations on China’s Drafting of the
“Ecological and Environmental Code”

Ming-1e Hung
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concept
Abstract

China passed the Ecological and Environmental Code in 2026,
comprising five parts and 1,242 articles, and it is set to take effect in
August. The Code aims to implement the principle that “lucid waters and
lush mountains are invaluable assets,” integrate previously fragmented and
potentially overlapping or conflicting environmental regulations, and
establish a systematic framework for environmental governance.
Developed through planning, drafting, and multiple rounds of deliberation
from 2021 to 2026, its core objective is to address institutional
fragmentation by consolidating existing laws, retaining key principles, and
providing principle-based regulations on issues such as climate change and

carbon neutrality.

At the same time, the Code incorporates the concept of “environmental
rights” into law, emphasizing the public’s right to a healthy environment
and intergenerational responsibility, while shifting the governance
approach from ex post compensation to ex ante prevention and control—
for example, by strengthening wildlife management and ecological
carrying capacity regulation. In addition, China identifies “green and low-
carbon development” as a central strategy, actively promoting renewable
energy and energy transition to support its dual carbon goals, while also
projecting the image of a responsible major power through climate finance
and emissions reduction commitments. Nevertheless, the Code still faces

challenges in terms of legal integration, effective implementation, and
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personnel allocation, and its actual effectiveness remains to be seen.

Keywords: China, Ecological and Environmental Code, Environmental

rights, Green and Low-Carbon Development
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