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PLA Military Policy Signals and
Governance Adjustments from Xi Jinping’s
Speech at 2026 Two Sessions

Tzu-Chieh Hung
Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concept
Abstract

During the 2026 “Two Sessions” in China, remarks delivered by Xi
Jinping at the plenary meeting of the PLA and People’s Armed Police
delegation conveyed a range of policy signals concerning military
governance, political control, and modernization. This article analyzes
these statements, identifying a consistent emphasis on consolidating the
Chinese Communist Party’s control over the armed forces through
strengthened political loyalty, institutionalized oversight, and enhanced
Party organization building. These measures are intended to ensure strict
implementation of Central Military Commission directives, while
advancing combat readiness and military modernization. At the
institutional level, Xi emphasizes the strengthening of Party organizations
and the refinement of internal electoral and disciplinary mechanisms,
aiming to address structural deficiencies such as insufficient internal
oversight and the relative opacity of power operations within the military.
However, this study contends that reliance on institutionalization alone is
insufficient to eradicate corruption and organizational dysfunction.
Moreover, the prioritization of Party dominance may constrain
professional military command autonomy, thereby undermining
operational effectiveness. In terms of military personnel development,
although Xi underscores the importance of talent cultivation, frequent
turnover at senior levels and the inherently long training cycles limit the

ability to fill existing capability gaps in the short term, posing challenges
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for the transformation of modernization efforts into actual combat
effectiveness. Furthermore, as ongoing purges within the military continue
and extend into the defense industrial sector and technological personnel,
the People’s Liberation Army faces significant uncertainty and potential
delays in achieving tangible improvements in combat capability and

broader modernization goals.

Keywords: PLA development, PLA purge, China’s Two Sessions
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