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An Analysis of the Integration of China’s
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Abstract

This paper examines the integration and operational mechanisms of
China’s ‘“national-theater” missile defense system, focusing on its
technical architecture, command structure, and strategic implications. It
argues that, in response to U.S. military adjustments and growing regional
pressures, China has shifted from traditional offensive deterrence toward a
more integrated “offense—defense” operational model, supported by a
layered architecture spanning midcourse, high-altitude, and terminal
interception. At the technical level, a national midcourse system—centered
on the DN-2/3 and SC-19—operates in conjunction with theater and
terminal systems, including the HQ-19, HQ-26, HQ-9 series, and the S-
400, forming a comprehensive defense network. This architecture is further
strengthened by IADN/S, multi-domain sensor systems, and Al-enabled
decision chains, enhancing responsiveness to advanced threats such as
hypersonic weapons. Strategically, this integration improves the
survivability of China’s nuclear second-strike capability and reinforces its
A2/AD posture, raising the cost of external intervention in potential
regional conflicts. Meanwhile, the dual-use nature of these systems—
combining missile defense and anti-satellite functions—poses broader
challenges to space security and strategic stability. Overall, China’s missile
defense development is reshaping the Indo-Pacific security environment

and regional balance of power.
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