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The European Sky Shield Initiative: 
Progress and Challenges 

Dr. Jyh-Shyang Sheu 

Division of Chinese Politics, Military and Warfighting Concept 

Abstract 
The Germany-led European Sky Shield Initiative ESSI  aims to 

build an integrated air and missile defense system encompassing over 20 

participating nations. By selecting advanced equipment and leveraging 

multinational industrial cooperation, ESSI facilitates mass production, 

faster delivery, and cost reduction, while strengthening the European 

defense industry through sustainable order growth. Operationally, it 

enhances systemic integration and a recognized air picture, allowing 

member states to rapidly elevate capabilities and achieve operational 

synthesis. 

Despite its ambition to establish an autonomous European air defense 

framework with industrial and operational efficiency, multiple hurdles 

remain. These include achieving deep integration across diverse national 

systems, bridging gaps in political objectives and threat assessments 

among European states, and navigating domestic defense industry 

competition. Furthermore, global armed conflicts—such as the potential 

US-Iran military escalation—exert critical pressure on the geopolitics of 

defense supply, severely impacting the production capacity and stockpiles 

of critical American-made Patriot missiles. Ultimately, while multinational 

joint procurement successfully helps nations acquire necessary systems 

and reinforces alliance-wide defense capabilities, the initiative’s success 

hinges on overcoming these profound technical, political, and industrial 

obstacles. 
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